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SUBJECT: Boviet Sclentific Policy

During the past year the spectacular controversy between the
USSE and Commsunist China has engrossed the attention of both the
Frae World and the International Communlist movement. As s
result of the Moscow Conference {Novembar~December 1960) it

appears to have been settiod, at least for the time being, n a

basizs of general unity and cooperation betwean the two senior part-
ners of the movement. Although international crises, provoked or
exploited by the Communists will continue, it seems likely that in-
ternal developments in both countries will come to the fore. Fco-
noemic problems, especially in agriculture, have assuamed priority
importance., It may be anticipated that scientific and technological
rescarch and devalopment will also be given much more prominent
treatment.

The Soviet Union procliaims that it is making an all-out drive
in the “transition to Communism” from "soclalism' which it has suc-
ceasfully “"constructed.'' Essential to this process is the creation of
a high "material base' which in turn ls roctsd in sclentific snd tech-
nological progress throughout the economy.

Soviet policy therefore accords the highest priority to sciemtific
development. It is & direct concern of the members of the Presidinm
of the Contral Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
gonne haif of whom have had ecientific or technological training and
experience. In promoting & "eighty upsurge’ oi science a number of
sigoificant steps have been taken:

a. Thae iisting snd specification of 30 priority flelda of science;
thess range through all the disciplines which we would sckaowledge as
being natural scieace but xiso include such flelds as pedngogy, eco-
nownic planning, and even what we would call the humasities.
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b. Reorganization and rationalisation of the structure of
academies and institutes within a singie all-embracing national
framework closaly controiled by the party and lntegrated with
both government and industry.

¢. Powerful stimull through education, propagands, and
social and material incentive applisd to the whole population,
especially youth, to jein in the dynamic thruet of the scientific
movermnent.

Bullding on the pyremid of compounding capital investment
in the beavy and machine toel industries and in automation and
computer appilcations, the rapid expansion of the Soviet Industrial
mage will probably comtinue to interact with the dynamics of scien-
tific ressarch to achieve striking new successes. The impetus of
this aggregate at this stage appedrs to exceed anything in the Free
World, including the US. This is not to say that a free nociety is
doomed to 1ose in such a competitive race with one which is regi-
mented on & totalitarian basis. Nevertheless, unless new stimuli
are successfully applied within our system, it seems probable that
it will fall behind, relatively speaking, In many if not most flelds
of scientific endeavor within the next decads or two,

Less noticed areas of tremendous potential lie In the hurnan
ar behavioral sclences ranging from cytology and genetics throngh
paycholagy to pedagogy snd social conditioning. In this ficld am-
aitious programs for applying the discipline of cybernstics have
been launched; the progress already achieved in & few years, the
high caliber of research persoane! and the powerful support of the
party suggest the praspect of & sputnik-like achievement which in
turn could have profound l:mpact on the creation of 3 Vsocialist
humanism” as the key to the "transition to Communism. ™
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